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It was surprising to discover that Mo Willems is an author of many, many books!  We 
really enjoyed lots of them.  We especially loved reading about Pigeon, Elephant & Piggie, 
and Naked Mole Rat.  We also read about Knuffle Bunny, and we talked about our favorite 
toys and how they help us feel safe.  We loved having discussions about our favorite 
books and creating silly Mo Willems themed artwork. 

Balance and 
Coordination 

  
Physical activities often 

provide many 
opportunities for building 
strength and sure-footed 

confidence. 

Dramatic Play 

Through the use of 
materials, conversation, 
and music, the children 

grow in their 
understanding of social 

interaction.

Friends stood in line, then transferred 
their “scoop of ice cream”  

to one another.

We practiced rolling a ball back and 
forth to one another.

It was fun to walk  
while balancing a bird nest  

on our heads!

Animal figurines and building 
materials are often available 

during each theme.

The 
puppet 

theater is 
a fun 

place to 
try finger 
puppets.

We pretended 
to drive a car, 

using a wooden 
steering wheel. 



Outdoor 
Exploration 

During snowy days, we 
all bundle up in our 

warmest winter gear 
and move our bodies 

through the snow!

Indoor 
Exploration 

There are always 
opportunities to use our 
imaginations, play with 
different kinds of toys, 

and get to  
know a friend.

It’s fun to sled ride down our little 
playground hill.

We learn about gravity when we send 
cars down the ramps. 

The soft, fresh snow is a 
perfect spot to make  

a snow angel.

Paint sticks slide color all over 
the plastic table dividers.

We enjoyed 
a walk on 

campus to a 
nice lookout 

spot!

The friends 
enjoy 

interacting with 
toys on the 
playground.

Building blocks allow for a 
variety of kinds of play.  

It has been fun to make believe in 
our ice cream shop.

When the temperature is too  
cold to play outside,  

we strengthen our bodies with  
indoor gross motor play.



Fine Motor Skills 

The children gain 
strength in their fingers 
through many kinds of 

activities.

Reading and 
Writing 

Reading a series of 
books and discussing 

the content is helpful for 
reading comprehension.

Scoopers and funnels and sand… 
oh my!

Friends surveyed one another, 
asking about  

their favorite stories.

It takes time to learn to cut 
along a line.  

Using scissors is a tricky skill 
for little fingers.

After using a 
sewing 

machine, each 
child added 
ears, arms, 
legs, eyes, 
and nose to 
their knuffle 

bunny.

The Children’s 
School recipe 
for play dough 

provides 
practice using 

measuring cups 
and spoons.

The tire treads  
from plastic toy cars 

created unique artwork.

Friends used plastic screwdrivers  
to turn the screws and  

remove them from the board.

Each friend decided what they’d 
like to have on their head - just like 

Gerald the Elephant!



Mo Willems 

Our Author study has 
provided many 

opportunities for the 
arts and 

communications.

Learning is Fun! 

Playing games and 
trying new experiences 
cause new pathways to 

form in the brain.
The sewing machine has many moving 
parts.  The friends enjoy watching as 

they operate the foot pedal.

Model Magic “cookies” - just like the 
ones in “Duckling Gets a Cookie”.

Using a stencil is a fun way to 
practice drawing shapes. 

Books are a great way to 
transition from home to school.

Mr. 
Salinetro 
shared his 
collection 
of bones.

Matching 
buttons to 

their 
picture is a 
great way 
to learn to 
distinguish 
shapes and 

colors.

The “Pigeon” was an 
inspiring character  

in our artwork.

Books are available for children 
throughout the day.  Mo Willems’ 

books have been popular!

We played a “dress up” game  
with several characters.


