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During the months of February and March, the children had countless opportunities to learn 
about the ocean! We investigated the properties of water and the water cycle, looked at how big 
and deep oceans can be, and conducted many experiments and investigations to help us learn 
about the amazing features of some of the creatures that call the ocean their home. Our learning 
was extended through the use of books, artifacts from the Carnegie Museum lending program, 
and video clips that brought the world of the ocean right into our rooms! 

The Three’s 
Bulletin Board! 

Each friend helped in the 
creation of this display! 

Groups of children made 
the large animals and 
individuals’ art/photos 

fill the frames.

Water 
Everywhere! 

Our first step was to 
learn about water, its 
different states, and 

how it cycles from the 
earth to the sky.

Adam, Enna, Elena, and Atlas painting 
a large sheet of paper for the ocean 

water on our bulletin board.

Emmet playing on the sequin 
blanket that looks a lot like a 

body of water.

Joaquin getting his first look at 
the beta fish that Mrs. Perovich 

brought to the Red Room.

Aliza and 
Drake 

checking 
to see if 
the water 

in the 
bowl has 
frozen.

Jerry 
enjoying 

the simple 
pleasures 
of pouring 
water from 
container 

to 
container.



Diving right in! 

We learn the best when 
we can experience 

information with all of 
our senses and 

incorporate our new 
learning into our play!

Overlapping Units 
We try to incorporate 

aspects of previous units 
into our current learning. 

For example, we 
reviewed colors and saw 
that Mo Willems doesn’t 

write every book!

Luna using her finger to draw and mix 
colors in the paint bags on the light 

table.

After learning that ocean water is 
salty, Aliza and Elena help mix salt 

into our “Sink or float?” tub of water.

Lillianna observing the ocean 
life outside the window of the 

Deep Sea Explorer!

Adam cutting strips of green 
paper that will serve as the 

seaweed on his ocean mural.

Finn 
pretending 

the 
hammer is 

a wave 
that 

crushes 
rocks and 
shells into 

sand.

Linus 
discovering 

which 
materials 
absorb 

water and 
which do 

not.

Drake painting a crab shape 
on the fabric he chose.

Painting ice was a new experience 
for most friends and Molly loved it!

Luna taking her turn during our 
“Sink or float?” circle time 

experiment.



Exploration 

Exploring can be done 
by yourself and with 

friends… and both are 
beneficial! We had the 
chance to do a bit of 

both during the ocean 
unit.

Creativity 

From painting with 
brooms and using boxes 
as boats, we love seeing 

different ways to use 
everyday items.

Joaquin and Luna preparing the Deep 
Sea Explorer to dive into the ocean.

Enna flipping the pages of a big book 
about whales.

Jerry hammering golf tees 
into circles on the fish to make 

colorful scales.

Atlas and Finn sailing the boat 
in the Red Room.

They say 
a bad day 

fishing 
beats a 

good day 
at work… 
Molly’s 
having a 
good day 
of both!

Linus and 
Aliza 

proudly 
posing 
with the 
puzzle 
they 

completed.

Emmet adding lots of color 
to his fish during an 

outdoor painting activity.

Lillianna, Joaquin and Adam using 
tweezers to find small shells hidden 

in the sand.

Elena spotting a clown fish while 
observing a live aquarium camera.



 

Looking Ahead… 

In March/April, we 
will study 

Transportation and 
how things get from 

here to there! 

Discovery 
We conducted many 

experiments and 
investigations during 
this unit. Each day the 

friends would ask, “Are 
we doing another 

experiment today?!”

Emmet putting the last pieces into place 
with the tricky sea star puzzle.

Drake adding beads to the plate to 
make his wave instrument. Thank you, 
Mrs. Hraber for the songs and videos!

Linus wearing the “octupus 
glove” to make circle art with 

the suction cups.

Joaquin painting his whale 
with multiple shades of blue 

watercolors.

Lillianna seeing 
how a baleen 
keeps the food 

inside a 
whale’s mouth 
and let’s the 
water go out.

Atlas 
showing 

his friends 
the sea 
turtle 

display he 
made at 
home.

Enna sorting colorful fish into 
their fish tanks.

Jerry stringing beads onto pipe 
cleaners to create the long 

tentacles of a jellyfish.

Finn and Molly engaging in 
pretend play with the ocean 

animals in the tide pool.



Our ocean bulletin board and the friends’ collages 

A highlight of the ocean unit was watching this display grow and seeing the joy in the 
friends’ faces as they interacted with it and noticed the new additions! We also enjoyed 

working on the different parts of our collages and putting them together.


